
The following is a summary of the July 22, 2021, Combined Conference and Regular Meeting of 

the Berkeley Heights Board of Education: 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Dr. Melissa Varley, Superintendent of Schools, provided the following report: 

 

Good evening. Thank you for coming this evening. This is a very important night. Tonight we 

will be recognizing the dedicated service of Patty Gasparini who is about to retire after 37 years 

of service to the students and families of Berkeley Heights.  Patty has always been dedicated to 

her students and staff and we will miss her.  In the words of Woodruff’s mascot - Woody the 

Owl - we thank Patty for always giving a Hoot! 

 

The Board of Education will also be selecting a new member to fill the open seat left by the 

unfortunate passing of Helen Kirsch.  I want to thank all of the people who applied for the 

position. I appreciate your willingness to volunteer your time and energy to make Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools a better place.  

 

All permits have been received for the bathrooms at Mary Kay McMillin and WiIliam Woodruff 

and construction starts tomorrow!  We are so excited to see this project begin, we have been 

working hard on completing the realignment of the elementary schools.  We are in the process of 

moving supplies and teacher materials to their new locations.  Last week we met with the 

Berkeley Heights Police Department to discuss the traffic study, and collaborated with them to 

find solutions for crossing guards.  We feel that we have come to a consensus to address most of 

the traffic concerns. We will continue to work with the town and the BHPD to tackle the 

remaining issues and address any others that arise.  Finally, we have been busy hiring staff 

members for all grade levels. I am not sure if you are all aware, but the pandemic pushed many 

teachers into retirement and there is a teacher shortage across the state. This is particularly true in 

areas that require specific certifications that are in short supply at the best of times. We are 

working diligently to fill all of our positions by September.  

 

The District has received several inquiries about Critical Race Theory, called CRT for short.  For 

those of you who do not know, CRT is a decades old academic construct - a lens - that is used by 

legal scholars and historians to evaluate the lasting impacts of racism on the American legal 

system and other institutions.  Berkeley Heights Public Schools does not teach Critical Race 

Theory.  Our curriculum is driven by and aligned with the New Jersey Student Learning 

Standards.  In keeping with the NJSLS, one of the topics that we teach our students is America’s 

long and complex history of race and racism.  We do not, nor have we ever, taught Critical Race 

Theory.   

 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who participated in our first One Book One Community 

Book Club.  Over 40 people attended over the course of two nights over the last two 

weeks.  There was a lively discussion of Dr. Ibrim Kendi’s How to be an Antiracist.   We look 

forward to our next event sometime during the next school year. 

 

I would like to invite Patty Gasparini to come forward to be recognized.  

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
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Facilities Report 

 

Mrs. Deborah Muscara, Interim School Business Administrator/Board Secretary, presented the 

following report: 

 

• Bathroom renovations are beginning at William Woodruff School and Mary Kay McMillin 

Early Childhood Center.   

 

• Floor tile removal has begun in eight classrooms at Governor Livingston High School and in 

one classroom at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center. 

 

• LED exterior lighting upgrades have been completed at Mountain Park, Thomas P. Hughes 

and William Woodruff Schools and at Governor Livingston High School.  The district is 

waiting for rebates. 

 

• Ground work on the ballfields is currently being done at the schools on the weekends by the 

Maintenance Department. 

 

The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following: 

 

• For Ramya Kasthuri to serve as a member of the Berkeley Heights Board of Education 

through December 2021.  Ms. Kasthuri will be filling the vacancy which occurred when 

longtime Board member Helen Kirsch passed away last month. 

 

• The introduction for study and first reading of the following revised District Policy: 

Quorum 0163 

 

• Pay rates for substitute/supplemental personnel for the 2021-2022 fiscal/school year. 

 

• Professional development days for district staff members. 

 

• The following revised Appointments for the 2021-2022 fiscal/school year: 

Governor Livingston High School Attendance Officer: Tara Oliveira 

William Woodruff School Attendance Officer: Brenda Marley 

William Woodruff School Section 504 Compliance Officer: Brenda Marley 

 

• The Fall 2021 Athletics Schedule for all interscholastic teams representing Governor 

Livingston High School and Columbia Middle School. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The elimination of the position of Part-Time School Counselor in the Berkeley Heights 

Public Schools, effective June 30, 2021. 

 

• The Agreement with Christy O’Connor Literacy & Leadership Consulting for professional 

development services provided during the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

• The Agreement with AEI Speakers Bureau to provide the speaker, Brandon Fleming, for the 

keynote address to district staff at Governor Livingston High School on September 2, 2021. 

 

• The submission of the Fiscal Year 2022 Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 

grant application in the amount of $33,207 to the New Jersey Department of Education.  

Funds received through this grant will be used to cover the cost of professional development 

efforts for district staff members as well as supplies, materials, and programs to enhance 

emerging district initiatives. 

 

• The purchase and use of the following textbook series in the district’s elementary schools: 

Social Studies Alive!  TCI, 2022.  (For use in Social Studies instruction in Grades K-5.) 

 

• Leave of absence requests from district staff members during the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

• The re-employment of Dr. Joseph Petrosino as Interim Assistant Principal at Governor 

Livingston High School, effective July 9, 2021, through January 6, 2022. 

 

• Additional Summer Child Study Team/Extended School Year employment for 2021. 

 

• For Kelly Sheehan, District Transportation Supervisor, to be employed for a maximum of 10 

days during July and August 2021 to perform tasks which must be completed prior to the 

2021-2022 school year. 

 

• The re-employment and salaries of Custodial Supervisors for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 

 

• The re-employment of Nicholas Major as Central Maintenance staff member for the 2021-

2022 fiscal year. 

 

• The re-employment of Clarissa Candelaria as Transportation staff member for the 2021-2022 

fiscal year. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The re-employment of Victoria Baum as Communications/Social Media Specialist for the 

2021-2022 fiscal year. 

 

• The re-employment of Debera Dwyer as Faculty Technical Support Person for the 2021-2022 

fiscal year. 

 

• The following Extra-Curricular activities and staff members for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Governor Livingston High School 

Activity/Position     Instructor/Supervisor 

Assistant Tennis Coach (Girls)   Barbra Kogan 

Cheerleader Coach (Winter)   Briana Figueiredo 

 

• The employment of Julie Kot as School Business Administrator/Board Secretary in the 

Berkeley Heights Public Schools for the 2021-2022 fiscal year, effective July 26, 2021. 

 

• The appointment of the following instructional staff members for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Name    School(s)  Position 

Alexis Bellardino   Hughes  Teacher of Special Education 

Alexandra Dabroski  Gov. Livingston Teacher of Health/Physical Ed. 

Anna Deacon   McMillin/Woodruff Teacher of Art 

Gary Kowaleski*   Columbia  Teacher of Special Education 

Hannah Murphy   Gov. Livingston Teacher of Spanish 

*Substitute/Replacement Teacher, effective September 1, 2021, through February 1, 2022. 

 

• The following resignations, as indicated: 

-Briana Figueiredo, Paraprofessional at Governor Livingston, effective July 15, 2021. 

-Noelle Warner, School Counselor at Columbia, effective July 1, 2021 

 

• The employment of the following Paraprofessionals for the 2021-2022 school year: 

 

Name     School 

Carvieon Hamilton-Lewis   McMillin ECC 

Jayalekshmy Harish   Columbia 

 

• The re-employment of Violet Lewis as Bus Health Aide for the 2021-2022 school year. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The employment of Lunchroom/Playground Teacher Aides for the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

• The reassignment of the following staff members for the 2021-2022 school year, as 

indicated: 

Initial 2021-2022  Revised 2021-2022 

Name   Assignment   Assignment 

Heather Goldstein  McMillin/Woodruff  Columbia   

    School Counselor  School Counselor 

 

Aida Swon   Woodruff    Woodruff/McMillin   

    School Counselor  School Counselor 

 

• Revised employment contracts for the following staff members for the 2021-2022 school 

year, as indicated: 

School/  Original 2021-2022 Revised 2021-2022 

Name   Position  Contract  Contract 

Elizabeth Bartlett  Hughes  Part Time  Full Time 

   School Counselor (50%) 

 

Julie Figlar  McMillin  Part Time  Full Time 

    Reading Specialist (68%) 

 

Aida Swon   Woodruff/McMillin Part Time  Full Time 

    School Counselor (50%) 

 

• The purchase of a 2021 Ford F150 Transit Passenger Wagon from Ditschman Flemington 

Ford through Hunterdon County Educational Services Commission Bids. 

 

• To accept the donation from Feldman Designs, LLC, for lighting equipment valued at 

$7,779.00 to be used by the Governor Livingston High School Television and Theater 

departments to enhance the education of students in these areas. 
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The Board of Education formally voted to approve the following (continued): 

 

• The following service providers for the Governor Livingston High School Highlander Band 

for the 2021-2022 school year: 

Name    Service 

 Michael Mirabella   Drill Design for 

    Fall 2021 Field Show 

 

Robert O’Connor   Percussion/Battery 

     Instructor 

 

• The acceptance of $628,813 in 2020-2021 Extraordinary Aid funding from the State of New 

Jersey.  This financial assistance is provided by the state to local school districts in order to 

partially offset extraordinary Special Education costs. 

 

• To accept the donations from the Governor Livingston Highlander Booster Club, the 

Governor Livingston Highlander Football Boosters, and the Berkeley Heights PAL to split 

the cost of temporary lighting, not to exceed $2,000 each, for the Friday night football game 

on September 17, 2021. 

 

• The tuition contract with the Mountainside Board of Education to provide educational 

services and special services during the 2021-2022 school year. 

 

• The rental agreement with the Berkeley Heights YMCA for the 2021-2022 school year for 

the approximate amount of $40,500. These funds represent a revenue source for the Berkeley 

Heights Public Schools. 

 

• To award a contract to Direct Flooring, Inc., to replace floor tile in classrooms at Governor 

Livingston High School and Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center through the New 

Jersey State Approved Co-Op. 

 

• To award a contract to Nickerson Corporation for classroom cabinetry and sink replacement 

at William Woodruff School and Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center through an 

Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Contract.  

******************************************************************************  

The Board of Education will conduct a Combined Conference and Regular Meeting on 

Thursday, August 12, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. at Columbia Middle School. 


